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turer sells his product to  the retailer, the 
manufacturer’s interest ends, and who, there- 
fore, deny the justice of permitting the manu- 
facturer to  fix the resale price, might well 
weigh this question which a speaker recently 
asked his audience: 

Suppose a retailer had his choice of hau- 
ing the Iwory soap people supply him with 
a case of unmarked cakes, i n  plain white 
wrappers, or having the soap delivered with 
the trade-mark aflxed, as usual,-which 
soap would he prefer? 
The answer is obvious, of course. 
Why would the retailer prefer the soap 

bearing the maker’s mark? Isn’t i t  because 
the manufacturer sells the retailer more than 
mere soap? Isn’t it because the maker hands 
over to  the retailer an existing market, along 
with the goods to  satisfy that market? 

Isn’t it  the business of the manufacturer, 
in the interest of his own business, in the in- 
terest of other retailers to  whom he is also 
delivering the existing market along with the 
soap, and on behalf of the public, to  do what 
he can to keep that market from being de- 
stroyed? 

The manufacturer could not be expected 
to  stand aside and allow a retailer to  change 
the soap in such a manner as to  reduce its 
usefulness; and must he be compelled t o  
allow that other asset, the existing market, 
to  be injured? Is  it not as proper for him to 
look after the preservation of the one asset 
as the other? 

Most of the sincere opposition to  price main- 
tenance legislation has been based either upon 
the fear that the law would be technically in- 

correct, or upon fallacious logic. The idea 
that a manufacturer would fix an unreason- 
able price, then blow his good money for 
advertising is too ridiculous t o  be considered. 
He would not spend good money making a 
market for some other fellow to supply! 

SPECIAL FORMULA APPROVED FOR 
DENATURING ALCOHOL FOR 

TINCTURE OF IODINE. 
The following formula, designated as No. 25, 

has been approved by the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue for the special denatura- 
tion of alcohol to  be used exclusively in the 
manufacture of the tincture of iodine: 

“To every IOO wine gallons, by volume, 
of ethyl alcohol of not less than 180 degrees 
proof, there shall be added twenty pounds 
by weight, of iodine, such alcohol when so 
denatured t o  be used exclusively in the manu- 
facture of tincture of iodine, in accordance with 
the requirements of the United States Phar- 
macopoeia.” 

This formula cannot be used in central 
denaturing bonded warehouses or distillery 
denaturing bonded warehouses, but the use 
thereof is authorized for the denaturation 
of alcohol in centrd distilling and denaturing 
plants, the same being one of the two classes of 
industrial distilleries established under Sub- 
section 2, of Paragraph N of Section4, act of 
October 3, 1913, and Supplement No. 2 t o  
Regulations 30. 

Permission must be obtained to use a 
special denaturant in any central distilling 
and denaturing plant, as provided in Articles 
2 and 19 of the supplement. - __ 
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BOOK NOTICES AND REVIEWS. 
The National Standard Dispensatory. 

Hobart Amory Hare, BSc., M.D., Charles 
Caspari, Jr., Ph.G., Phar.D., Henry H. 
Rusby, M.D. Third edition, enlarged and 
thoroughly revised. Publishers: Lea & 
Febiger, Philadelphia and New York. 

The Ninth Decennial Revision of the 
Pharmacopoeia of the United States and the 
recent revisions of the German, French and 
English Pharmacopoeias necessitated a re- 
vised edition of this commentary. The in- 
tent of the authors, as set forth in their pref- 
ace, is to present in this single volume 
“mcyclopaedic information concerning all 
substances used in pharmacy and medicine 
a t  the present day.” In  the publishers’ note 
the reader is likewise assured that “the aim 
has been to  make the National Standard 
Dispensatory a reference work of the highest 
authority upon the entire range of Materia 
Medica, Pharmacy, and Therapeutics.” 

These are most laudable purposes, and it is 
with sincere regret that a critical review from 
the view-point of a pharmacist, who esteemed 
the good points of its predecessor The NationaI 
Dispensatory and always admired the exact- 
ness of knowledge pharmaceutical, chemical 
and pharmacognostical displayed by his 
teacher and friend the late John M. Maisch, 
does not permit of the conclusion that these 
have been attained in the present edition. 
As this review is purely pharmaceutical no 
comments, whatever, on the therapeutics are 
submitted, and i t  is the hope that, in that 
respect, the work may well serve the purpose 
of the authors. 

With the possible exceptions of binding, 
prefatory pages and index, the U. S. P. IX is 

embodied practically in its entirety in this 
revised work and even the lists and tables 
of the Pharmacopoeia are incorporated. One 
is somewhat at a loss to  understand why in a 
modem work statements of temperature, 
weight, volume or dimension must be followed 
by bracketted equivalents; as examples: 
“ 2 5 O  C. ( 7 7 O  F.),” “10 to  20 grains (0.60 to 
1.30 Gm.),” “20 minims (1.3 mils.),” “25 mm. 
(0.98 In.),” “12 Cm. (5 In.).” Since the 
official tables of equivalents have been re- 
published in the volume, this appears to  be 
useless. 

We note that the pharmacopoeia1 adoption 
of ‘‘mil’’ as a distinct noun has not been 
accepted and throughout it is used as an 
abbreviation, thus “Mil.” and “Mils.” The 
pharmacopoeial chemical formulas are quite 
frequently not followed and the official order 
of stating the elements is not observed. It 
should not be necessary to  add after HCN 
“old style HCY.” Specific gravities are 
generally stated at 15” C. instead of at the 
temperature officially adopted 25 O C. ; a t  
times, these are given a t  both temperatures. 

If the use of the metric system of weights 
and measures is ever to  become the common 
practice in America, the commentaries must 
cease to  transpose official formulas and state- 
ments into the denominations of the apothe- 
caries’ system. In the volume before us, this 
has been persisted in throughout and can be 
viewed only as another discouragement of, 
and postponement of, the adoption of the 
metric system. 

The treatment of the botanical and pharma- 
cognostical subjects is concise, accurate and 
commendably practical. Botanical descrip- 




